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Dear Sir: 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement in accordance 
with the duty to disclose information material to 

25 patentability under 37 C.F.R. §1.56. The applicant wishes to 
make of record the document listed on the accompanying form 
PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully requested that the examiner 
initials the cited reference on the form and that it be made 
of record in the application and that a copy of the initialed 

30 form be sent to the applicant with the next communication from 
the examiner. 
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Since the IDS is filed before the mailing date of a first 
office action on the merits, a petition to request 
consideration of the information disclosure statement is 
hereby requested according to 37C. F. R. §1 . 97 (b) . The prior art 
patent contained in the information disclosure statement was 
cited in communications from the Taiwan Intellectual Property 
Office on September 22, 2001. The applicant sincerely requests 
the examiner to consider the item contained in the information 
disclosure statement . 

According to the requirement set forth in 37C. F. R. §1 . 98 
and M.P.E.P. 609 (Rev. 3, July 1997), the applicant is 
submitting a copy of the cited reference (Taiwan Patent No. 
320371) and a concise explanation of the relevance in this 
application hereinafter . 

The purpose of TP No. 320371 is to provide a data processing 
device . The data processing device comprises a scanner 11 , 
a processor 12 and a printer 13 as shown in Fig.l. The scanner 
20 11 has a first parallel I/O port 14 which is used to transmit 
data signals, control signals and status signals. The 
processor 12 has a second parallel I/O port 15 which is 
electrically connected to the scanner 11 for transmitting data 
signals, control signals and status signals. The printer 13 
25 is electrically connected to the first parallel I/O port 14 
for printing image data. After the scanner 11 scans a document, 
the scanner will store the image data of the document in the 
processor 12. If a user issues a printing command, then the 
processor 12 converts the image data in a format consistent 
30 with the printer, and outputs the converted image data to the 
printer through the first and second parallel I/O port 14, 
15 so that the printer 13 can print the image data. 
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The amended claim 1 of the present application is repeated 
below . 

5 1. A scanner comprising: 
a casing; 

a scanning module installed inside the casing for scanning 
a document and generating corresponding image data; 

a control unit installed in the casing, the control unit 
10 comprising at least a memory for storing a control 

program and the image data generated from the scanning 
module , and a processor for executing the control 
program to control the operations of the scanner; and 

an output port electrically connected to the control unit 
15 for connecting to at least one of different types of 

portable storage devices ; 

wherein when the scanning module finishes scanning a 

document, the control unit converts the image data of the 

document according to the type of storage device that is 
20 connected to the output port and then transmits the image 

data converted by the control unit to the storage device. 

Compared with TP No. 320371, the scanner disclosed in the 
amended claim 1 comprises a control unit installed in the 

25 casing. The control unit is used to control the operations 
of the scanner. The control unit comprises at least a memory 
and a processor. The memory is used to store a control program 
and the image data generated from the scanning module. The 
processor is used to execute the control program to control 

30 the operations of the scanner. When the scanning module 
finishes scanning a document, the control unit converts the 
image data of the document in a format consistent with the 
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output device (the storage device or the printer, depending 
on the type of device that is connected to the output port) , 
and then outputs the converted image data to the output device. 
Therefore, the image data need not be processed by a computer, 
5 but is only processed by the control unit of the scanner. 

However, TP No. 320371 fails to teach or suggest that the 
scanner includes a control unit that can convert the image 
data of the document according to the type of the printer that 

10 is connected to the first parallel I/O port. After the scanner 
of TP No. 320371 scans a document, the scanner must transmit 
the image data of the document to the processor for processing 
before the image data is transmitted to the printer. Therefore, 
the scanner of TP No. 320371 cannot work independently from 

15 the processor. 

Since the scanner of the present application can convert 
the image data of the document and transmit the converted image 
data to the output device without the computer, it is believed 
20 that the scanner of the amended claim 1 of the present 
application is substantially different from the teachings 
disclosed in TP No. 320371. 

The amended claim 6 of the present application is repeated 
25 below. 

6. A scanner comprising: 
a casing; 

a scanning module installed inside the casing for scanning 
30 a document and generating corresponding image data ; 

a control unit installed in the casing, the control unit 
comprising at least a memory for storing a control 
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program and the Image data generated from the scanning 
module, and a processor for executing the control 
program to control the operations of the scanner; 

an output port electrically connected to the control unit 
5 for connecting to an external portable storage device; 

and 

a printer port electrically connected to the control unit 

for connecting to an external printer; 
wherein when the scanning module finishes scanning a 

10 document, the control unit converts the image data of the 

document and then transmits the image data converted by 
the control unit to the storage device via the output port, 
or converts the image data of the document and then 
transmits the image data converted by the control unit to 

15 the printer via the printer port for printing. 

Similarly, the amended claim 6 of the present application 
also includes a control unit installed in the casing of the 
scanner. The control unit can convert the image data of the 

20 document and then transmit the converted image data to the 
storage device through the output port, or transmit the 
converted image data to the printer through the printer port. 
Therefore, the scanner of the amended claim 6 of the present 
application can also work independently from the computer. 

25 It is therefore believed that the scanner of the amended claim 
6 of the present application is substantially different from 
the teachings disclosed in TP No. 320371. 

Since all other claims are dependent on the independent 
30 claim 1 or 6, they are also substantially different from TP 
No. 320371. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 



frUt^ty-x l/^ci Date: / ^/ 



5 Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No.: 41 ,526 
5F,No.389, Fu-HoRd., 
Yung-Ho City, Taipei Hsien, Taiwan, R.O.C. 
e-mail: winstonhsu@naipo.com.tw 
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